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www.3pa.org The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of 
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serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses 
in the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on 
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a voice in your neighborhood and with the city: 
Join 3PA. 

Check out our website. Stay informed, learn 
about upcoming events, and more! www.3pa.org.
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Growth in Denver: 

A Conversation 

with Jolon 

Clark 

James Lindberg

In this interview, District 7 Councilman Jolon Clark shares his perspective on 
citywide and district-specific issues, and encourages residents to get involved 
in the plans that will shape the future of the city.  
James Lindberg: What are some of the most important steps that the city 

should be taking in order to ensure that Denver grows sustainably?
Jolon Clark: The key is management.  Every day, approximately 40 new resi-

dents arrive in Denver, and the challenge is to accommodate these new arrivals 
while preserving the qualities that have made Denver a great city.  Infill is a big 
part of this, and District 7 has one of the city’s biggest infill projects at the former 
Gates site.  Because there is a single land owner, the city has been able to be shape 
the development in a significant way.  Thinking about development in a holistic 
manner is very important.  This means considering issues such as transit, connec-
tivity, and access to open space.

JL: For those residents who may 
not be familiar with the DenveRight 
campaign, can you briefly describe what 
it is?

JC: DenveRight is a community-
driven planning effort that will shape 
the plans of the city for the next 20 
year.  It involves four components: 
Land Use & Transportation, Parks & 
Recreation, Pedestrians & Trails, and 
Transit.  What makes the DenveRight 
campaign unique is that it is the first 
time that the city is looking at all of 
these issues as part of a single planning 
effort.  The Land Use & Transportation 
component will be an update of 
Blueprint Denver, the city’s zoning 
code.  The transit plan will mark the 
first time that the city has been directly 
involved in transit planning, since 

previously this task was left to RTD 
(Regional Transportation District). 

JL: What are some of the projects 
in District 7 that you are most excited 
about?

JC: We recently secured funds to 
improve bicycle and pedestrian con-
nectivity across Santa Fe at Iowa.  This 
will be a major step in improving the 
connection between Platt Park and the 
South Platt Trail and Ruby Hill.  

JL: Getting back to the city-wide 
level, it seems to me that one of the big-
gest challenges brought on by develop-
ment is the question of gentrification.  
How should Denver manage growth in 
order to ensure that it benefits all of the 
city’s residents?   

Continued on page 3
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Neighborhood Notes: An Opinion
Hard to believe yet another year is about to wrap up—

dang that one flew by.  Well I’m writing this pre-election so 
I’m guessing if you are reading this then somehow we sur-
vived the Trump/Clinton conflagration and the normal state 
of peace, tranquility and brotherly harmony has descended on 
Washington once again.  Regardless of all that I certainly hope 
peace and tranquility are yours this holiday season and it is 
filled with good times and laughter.  

One thing we are blessed with around here are great es-
tablishments dedicated to helping with those good times and 
laughter.  There are always new restaurants and watering holes 
popping up ready to assuage our parched thirst and culinary 
cravings.  I, and it would seem many of you, have enjoyed the 
fairly recent arrival of the local brew pubs that now dot our 
neighborhood --Platt Park Brewing Company, Grandma’s 

House, Black Project Spontaneous & Wild Ales (also 
known as Former Future).  But some of my truly dedicated 
drinking friends have pointed out that there is a whole other 
world brewing (ha) just to the West of Broadway on Acoma and 
Cherokee Streets that I’ve been ignorant of.  Now those blocks 
are not technically a part of Platt Park but not wanting them 
to feel unloved or orphaned thought it best if I wandered over 
with the help of my friends to see what the fuss is all about.  

How about one more excellent microbrewery and taproom?  
Yes tucked into the corner of Cherokee just north of Evans 
close to the light rail station is Declaration Brewing (2030 S 
Cherokee to be exact).  Quite the operation greets you when 
you pull up amongst the warehouses and such down there.  
The Taproom is quite large, filled with TV’s, tables and a large 
bar.  Declaration has on tap all their standard offerings that are 
also sold in cans plus many fun brews only served on tap.  The 
room opens to a huge patio for those sunny warm days that 
soon we’ll be enjoying again.  No food is served on site but it is 
on the food truck circuit so there are daily offerings just at the 
curb to help you enjoy that draft.  Check them out at www.dec-
larationbrewing.com.

Now turns out there are other things that can be distilled 
and turned into stuff to drink besides just beer—who knew!  
Hiding over on Acoma are two of the new breed of Whiskey 
and Spirit distilleries that are fun to check out.

Bear Creek Distillery located at 1879 S Acoma is an 
impressive little operation.  When you enter the bar area you 
are immediately faced with the two story tall “state-of-the-art 
Kothe still”.  Pretty impressive and looks like a giant copper 
rocket.  I want one.  The fine folks at Bear Creek put it to good 
use making Rye Whiskey, Wheat Whiskey, White Whiskey, Cask 
Strength Rum, Silver Rum, Spiced Rum, 100% Rye Vodka and 
100% Wheat Vodka—all offered at the bar and sold in house.  
One of those ought to get the job done I’d think.  Did a little 
whiskey tasting myself and although not an aficionado it was 
pretty fine.  There are a whole bunch of tours, events and other 
things going on down there which you can find on their website 
www.bearcreekdistillery.com or just wander over and check 
them out. 

Lastly but certainly not least is Laws Whiskey House lo-
cated at 1420 S Acoma Street.  As the name would imply Laws 
is all about the Whiskey.  In their own words they describe their 
“house” as, “a place dedicated to whiskey, a temple of sorts, and 
a place to come and explore your passion for whiskey. Make no 
mistake about it, Laws Whiskey House is a distillery, but more 
than that it is where we can educate and share everything we 
know and love about whiskey. Our commitment to education is 
such a core part of our vision that the simple term “distillery” 
did not do it justice.”   

Unlike the other aforementioned purveyors of spirits Laws 
does not have a tasting room.  They are primarily just a dis-
tillery although on Thursday night they offer Whiskey Flight 
Night so you can sample the goods.  Additionally they offer 
tours Friday through Sunday.  For more information visit www.
lawswhiskeyhouse.com or of course wander across Broadway to 
Acoma and see for yourself.  Fun place. 

Okay that was a lot of alcohol to talk about—call it my 
post-election hangover.  Let’s move on to a few other items of 
interest.  

If your journey on foot or bike takes you over to Santa Fe 
via Iowa then you know this is not a trek for the faint of heart.  
Well as mentioned previously, now with a bit more detail and 
certainty, improvements are in the works to change all that.  
The stairs and path along the underpass will be upgraded so 
that there will no longer be stairs and the path will be both 
ADA compliant and bike-able.  There will also be improved 
waiting areas for pedestrians and bikes on both sides of Santa 
Fe, improvements to signal timing and crosswalk striping, and 
the five foot attached sidewalk along Santa Fe will be converted 
to a 15 foot wide multiuse trail.  Design starts in 2017, construc-
tion in 2018.  Thanks to all those making this happen!

Get asked a lot about the latest updates to the old Sinclair 
Gas Station sitting at the northeast corner of Broadway and 
Florida.  The sign of course promises that something is com-
ing soon but yet nothing much seems to be happening.  So 
my sources (I have sources) tell me Snarf’s is still planning 
on opening at that location.  The holdup is with the City of 
Denver.  Guess with all the construction going on around town 
things are pretty backed up down at City Hall and it is just 
taking a long time to get the plans all approved.  None-the-
less Snarf’s is moving forward looking at remodeling to begin 
sometime later in 2017.  

Next issues should have some new exciting additions to 
talk about over on Pearl Street.  Till then hope the holidays are 
a blessed time for everyone around here.  Let’s support the lo-
cal guys so get out and do some of that Christmas shopping at 
our neighborhood shops and businesses!  A Merry Christmas, 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to you all!

See you around the neighborhood,
Tom Snyder
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JC: One important step the city has recently taken is the 
requirement that affordable housing be a part of each new 
development.  This means that developers include affordable 
units in new developments, or pay a fee that the city can use 
to support affordable housing in other areas.  Another tactic 
is to promote home ownership.  When lower-income resi-
dents own their home, they have more power to stay in their 
neighborhoods and shape the trajectory of growth.  There is 
a state prohibition on rent control, and so the city does not 
have much power in this regard, but through tools such as 
credits on property taxes, we can work to increase rates of 
ownership.  While this will not solve the problem of gentrifi-
cation, it can slow the process down and allow for long-time 
residents to benefit when property values increase in their 
neighborhood.  

JL: For those residents who would like to get involved 
in shaping the plans for the future of the city, what concrete 
steps do you recommend they take?

JC: This is a unique opportunity for Denver residents to 
participate in the future plans of their city, and there are two 
main initiatives that I encourage everyone to get involved 
with.  The first is the DenveRight campaign, which we have 
discussed.  The city is currently in the process of collecting 
feedback through the DenveRight website as well as a series 
of public meetings.  The second big issue is the 2017 GO 
Bond initiative.  Passing this initiative next November will 
free up 500 million dollars for the city to invest in infrastruc-

Jolon Clark

Continued from Page 1

ture projects.  Where these dollars go will depend on which 
projects residents advocate for.  There are a series of public 
meetings related to this issue.

*For those interested in learning more about the oppor-
tunities to participate in the DenveRight campaign and the 
2017 GO Bond initiative, visit the Lucky District 7 website: 
http://www.luckydistrict7.org.  Information is also posted 
on the 3PA Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
plattpark3pa/.    
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1616 S. Broadway 

Development

Michael Berman

Visitors to Platt Park have been greeted by the Broadway 
Motel since 1959. Over the years, this vintage motel has lost 
its charm and character, and neighbors have been waiting for 
an upgrade to one of Platt Park’s most important gateways. 
Recently, a local real estate group, looking for opportunities 
to enhance development in reviving locations such as South 
Broadway, unveiled a new mixed-use project at this location. 
The project, named 1616 South at Platt Park, will include 
40 residential condominiums above retail space along with 
ample covered parking on site. Construction will begin in 
January 2017 with completion expected for late 2017.

With limited available housing inventory in Platt Park, 
these new condos will offer an opportunity to live in an 
urban flat for a reasonable price in our highly sought-after 
Platt Park neighborhood. 1616 South is planned for 40 con-
dominiums to be priced from the $300k’s to the $500k’s 
including four income restricted units to be included as part 
of Denver’s affordable housing program. The condos will be 
located on the second and third floors of the building, with a 
few units offering additional rooftop mezzanine space. 

Each condo will have a private outdoor living area, 
covered parking and bike storage. West-facing units will 
have mountain views, while East-facing units will enjoy the 
serenity of Platt Park. The building will feature retail space 
along Broadway on the ground floor, a comfortable lobby, 
and a community room providing pet wash, bike wash, ski 
and bike storage, and workstation for ski and bike repairs. 
Residents will enjoy the convenience of the many amenities 
located along South Broadway and Pearl Street in Platt Park.

The Developer of the project is a partnership between 
LCP Development and Mercury Real Estate Partners, both 
private Colorado real estate companies specializing in mixed-
use urban development. The Architect for the project is The 
Cunningham Group, a firm based out of Denver known for 

McKinley-Thatcher 

Elementary Update 

Sonia Geerdes, school Principal

Looking for an amazing elementary school nestled in the 
heart of the Platt Park neighborhood? McKinley-Thatcher 
Elementary is the one! As an ECE to 5th grade school with 
an early childhood education program for children as young 
as three, students can grow and learn at one school for many 
years! McKinley-Thatcher is one of the smallest schools in 
Denver Public Schools, with one class per grade level. They 
are excited to announce their upcoming expansion to two 
classes per grade level – they’ll be adding an addition to their 
lovely building as they grow over the next several years. 

McKinley-Thatcher students and teachers love STEM 
learning (science, technology, engineering, and math)! Each 
classroom dedicates every Friday to science and social stud-
ies – so far this year, students have explored how tempera-
ture affects mass, why autumn leaves change color, and how 
earthworms help people compost. As a school, they also 
partner with the Greenway Foundation, a nonprofit organi-
zation that works to educate children and adults about the 
ecology, history, and importance of the South Platte River. 
All classes take annual South Platte River Environmental 
Education (SPREE) field trips to get some hands-on learn-
ing experiences in parks along the river.

McKinley-Thatcher is lucky enough to be surrounded 
by wonderful community organizations and businesses that 
partner with the school. They are just a few blocks away from 
the Decker Library, Grant Beacon Middle School, and South 
High School. The Parent/Teacher Association (PTA) works 
hard to build partnerships with businesses like Adelitas 
Restaurant and e3 Fitness – a topnotch local gym that runs 
an hour-long FREE physical education afterschool program 
at McKinley. They are proud to be one of the only schools in 
Denver to offer such a great afterschool opportunity! 

Please visit the McKinley-Thatcher Elementary School 
website at mckinleythatcher.dpsk12.org or call them at (720) 
424-5600 for more information or to arrange a school tour!

CALL (303) 512-8777
www.irelandsfinestinc.com

labor on all interior jobs 
performed in Dec. ‘16 - April ’1720% off

We background check and 
drug test all our painters!

Bringing color to Platt
Park for over 20+ years!

WE ARE THE CLEAN GUYS 

IN A DIRTY INDUSTRY!

20+

Paddy McClelland
Real Estate

at       REAL ESTATEat       R
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Join Platt Park People’s Association  

online by clicking “Join 3PA” at  

www.3pa.org and pay with PayPal. 

The Dentists on Pearl want to get to know you. 

We feel this is the only way to create a plan that 

will help you achieve and maintain a completely 

healthy smile! Call The Dentists on Pearl today 

at 303-498-9207 and schedule an appointment 

for the entire family, in our modern, environmentally 

friendly office. We accept most insurances.

Accepting new patients

DR. CYNTHIA WRIGHT AND DR. STEPHANIE STRATIL

1905 SOUTH PEARL STREET | 303.498.9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com

MICHAEL BERMAN, CFA  
303.549.5942                mberman@livsothebysrealty.com 

• Proud homeowner in Platt Park since 2005
• Over 30 years in real estate, 19 years in Denver
• 75 closed sales (over $33 million) since 2014

• Real estate degree from Wharton, MBA from Kellogg

40 New Urban Flats  |  1616 South Broadway  |  2017 Delivery  |  1616south.com
CURRENTLY SELLING PLATT PARK CONDOS

A better experience.
Selling your home? PorchLight’s superior listing services   —provided 
free-of-charge to every client—are just one of the ways we set 
ourselves apart:

staging • cleaning • professional photography 
appraiser-measured floorplans • top internet exposure 

targeted eFlyers • eye-catching signs
Kit is Platt Park savvy and has expertise in pricing your property perfectly 
and negotiating for your benefit. Our friendly, professional service 
through marketing and closing distinguishes the PorchLight experience!

Kit Eschner  |  Broker Associate, CRS
5280 Top Real Estate Professional  
and your Platt Park Neighbor 
303.916.5110  |  kit@porchlightgroup.com

porchlightgroup.com

A better experience.
Selling your home? PorchLight’s superior listing services   —provided 
free-of-charge to every client—are just one of the ways we set 
ourselves apart:

staging • cleaning • professional photography 
appraiser-measured floorplans • top internet exposure 

targeted eFlyers • eye-catching signs
Kit is Platt Park savvy and has expertise in pricing your property perfectly 
and negotiating for your benefit. Our friendly, professional service 
through marketing and closing distinguishes the PorchLight experience!

Kit Eschner  |  Broker Associate, CRS
5280 Top Real Estate Professional  
and your Platt Park Neighbor 
303.916.5110  |  kit@porchlightgroup.com

porchlightgroup.com
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The Town of South Denver after Mayor Fleming
Greg Pulliam

Simeon M. Vaughn of 1508 South Sherman Street suc-
ceeded Fleming as mayor in 1890. A carpenter, Vaughn part-
nered with William Lawson who was the builder. The two 
had land directly east of Fleming’s Grove near the southeast 
corner of South Logan Street and Florida Avenue.

Vaughn’s election in April 1890 reflected the growing 
divisions within South Denver. By the time he announced 
he did not wish another 
term, Fleming realized 
that the Town of South 
Denver’s days were 
numbered. As such, he 
advocated it approach 
Denver about joining 
the city. He hoped voters 
would select University 
Park landowner John 
S. Babcock to succeed 
him. Both supported the 
vigorous enforcement of 
South Denver’s ban of 
the liquor trade. 

Vaughn, in con-
trast, was an advocate of 
an independent South 
Denver.  He also real-
ized that liquor was a 
fact of life and urged a loosening of the town’s restrictions 
on it. Nor did he believe that Fleming and Babcock were 
bold, independent actors. On the contrary, he branded them 
as tools of the growing power of Tramway [see “Streetcars & 
Railroads in Platt Park” in April/ May 2016 Platt Park Post], 
complete with the transit corporation’s efforts to impose its 
monopoly on South Denver. 

Voting was highly contested. Complaints about irregular-
ities at the polls led to violence. The final count put Vaughn 
in city hall while four of the six members of the board of 
trustees were in opposition to him. They argued Vaughn 
had won by fraud with the help of saloon interests. South 
Denver, they moaned, was becoming ever more like Denver 
proper.   

The balloting was a prelude to Vaughn’s stormy adminis-
tration. Under him, the liquor trade re-emerged. 

Despite turbulence over the liquor trade and law en-
forcement, South Denver residents were extremely optimistic 
about the future. The administration hoped to annex the 
land south of the city to Hampden Avenue. Though noth-
ing happened in that regard, citizens were sure the town was 
moving ahead. During the late 1880s, schools, churches, and 
fraternal clubs popped up. Developers heartily backed such 

efforts. Without the trappings of civilization, they knew, 
purchasers would hesitate about making the South Side their 
home. The 1890 census listed 1,491 people as living in the 
Town of South Denver. 

Among the prerequisites of a true community, politicians 
insisted, was a real city hall. To make it an actuality, voters 
authorized a $60,000 bond issue in April 1891. The money, 

the ordinance stipulated, 
was to allow the town to 
build or acquire an admin-
istration building, jail, and 
two or more fire stations. 

The issue was linked to 
Simeon Vaughn’s re-elec-
tion as mayor. Voters had 
shot down a comparable 
bond the previous year. 
While trustee Benjamin 
Niesz vehemently protested, 
the mayor and the rest 
of council promptly used 
$55,000 of the bond to 
buy the Fleming Mansion 
as the South Denver city 
hall. Rumors floated that 
Fleming had arranged 

for Vaughn’s return to office in exchange for the purchase. 
Fleming immediately bought $40,000 of the bond. Niesz 
and associates argued that the Fleming land and buildings 
were worth only about $31,100. The Denver Times reported 
Fleming got S67, 000 for the building and land. 

Niesz was a major South Denver landowner and real 
estate dealer who had started out as a shoe and boot retailer. 
He lived in a commanding mansion at 1800 South Sherman 
Street. With his backing, foes of the Vaughn administration 
turned to the courts to block the city hall deal. They urged 
the city to acquire Fleming’s Grove School at the northeast 
corner of Colorado Avenue and South Grant Street, or a 
new office block at the northwest corner of West Colorado 
Avenue and South Broadway as the location of the city hall. 
After a three-month fight, the courts upheld the purchase of 
the Fleming Mansion.

Stayed tuned for the next installment – the end of the 
Town of South Denver. 

1800 S Sherman Street today.  Former residence of 
Benjamin Niesz, a major South Denver landowner and real 
estate dealer, who was a member of the board of trustees that 
governed the Town of South Denver with the mayor.  
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Interview with Capital Tea
James Lindberg

Located at 1450 S. Broadway, Capital Tea offers South 
Denver residents a calm and quiet space to enjoy a selection 
of teas, as well as a menu of baked goods, sandwiches, soups, 
and salads.  I spoke with owner Shani Jones about tea and 
her perspective on owning a business on South Broadway.

James Lindberg: Can you tell me a little bit about your-
self and how you came to own a tea shop?

Shani Jones: I bought the business last June, but Capital 
Tea has been here for ten years.  I worked closely with Lisa, 
the previous owner, and have kept many things the same, 
including our tea selection.  It has been a great experience so 
far.  My favorite part is being able to be a part of the com-
munity and get to know my customers.  All different kinds 
of people come to our shop, some of whom are new to tea 
drinking, others who are long-time connoisseurs and buy our 
tea in bulk.  

JL: For those who may not be familiar with brewing and 
drinking tea, can you give a brief introduction?

SJ: We have 90 different teas, all of which are loose leaf.  
Brewing loose-leaf tea with full leaves, as opposed to using 
a tea bag, provides more purity and richness of flavor.  In 
general, an ounce of tea leaves will yield 8 cups of tea.  We 
get our teas from three different suppliers, and all of the teas 
come from India, Japan, or Thailand

JL: Beyond tea, you have a menu of food and baked 
goods.  Tell me more about your selection of these other 
products and the services you offer.

SJ: One of the more exciting things we do is a high tea.  
Guests can reserve a table, and will be served a traditional 
high tea, complete with a hand-chosen list of teas, as well as 
baked goods.  We work with a baker who makes pastries and 
cakes specifically for us.  We have a daily scone selection, and 
also serve a number of salads and sandwiches.

JL: What is your perspective on running a business on 
South Broadway?  How do you envision this area growing in 
the future?

SJ: It’s a great community, and I’ve especially enjoyed 
getting to know the other business owners.  Recently, I think 
there has been a growing diversity of business types, and I 
hope this continues.  We provide discounts to the other busi-
ness owners, and often deliver them lunch.  One challenge is 
that rents are increasing, which I hope this will not force any 
of the long-time business owners to move.

JL: Do you have a personal favorite kind of tea?  Or per-
haps a favorite at the moment?

SJ: I really love black tea.  We also have a special seasonal 
tea for the upcoming holiday season that is really wonderful. 
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DECKER LIBRARY
501 S. Logan St., 720-865-0220, www.denverlibrary.org  
Follow Decker Branch Library on Facebook: 
          https://www.facebook.com/decker.dpl

Library Hours and Schedule
Monday-Tuesday noon-8pm 
Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 10am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sunday CLOSED 

LIBRARY EVENTS:

Toddler Storytime, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for toddlers ages 18-36 months and their 
parents or caregivers.

All Ages Storytime, Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for children of all ages and their parents or 
caregivers. Craft activity immediately follows the program. 

Baby Storytime, Wed. and Thurs., 11:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for babies ages 0-18 months and their parents 
or caregivers. Play and social time immediately follow the program. 

Doughnuts & Devices, Sat., Jan. 14, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Drop in to have your e-media downloading questions answered.  Doughnuts 
and coffee are included!  Drop by for a doughnut and coffee and stay for one-
on-one help with your Kindle, Nook, iPad, or other device.

Chamber Music Concert, Sat., January 21, 2-3 p.m.
Get swept away by a wide range of classical works performed by amateur 
musicians from the Colorado Chamber Music Society. 

Chamber Music Concert, Sat., Feb. 18, 2-3 p.m.
Get swept away by a wide range of classical works performed by amateur 
musicians from the Colorado Chamber Music Society.

3PA EVENTS:
Visit www.3pa.org for more information! 

Platt Park Events Calendar

WANT TO STAY MORE FREQUENTLY INFORMED?   
Check out our website at www.3pa.org.   

Stay informed, learn about upcoming events, and more!  
Join the 3PA eBlast by emailing our 3PA President at 

plattparkpres@yahoo.com

My family and I live, work and play in Platt Park. 
We are proud to live here and call it home.  

I am an expert in Platt Park and welcome the 
opportunity to help you with your  

Real Estate needs.  
 
 
 

E R I N  R U L E 
 

Broker Associate   
303.324.1703 

Erin@KentwoodCity.com 
Www.RuleProperties.com   

To advert ise in the next Plat t  Park Post,  
contac t Penni Dorwart,  303 -715 -0024,  pdorwart@yahoo.com
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