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3PA Report Card
by Kathleen Gueymard
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he new Platt Park People’s Association Board convened in March for an
annual planning meeting. We evaluated accomplishments relating to our
2012 goals and developed priorities for this year. In 2013, our emphasis
will be on improving communications and developing a greater sense of community within our neighborhood.
During the last year, emphasis was
new Neighborhood Watch blocks to
placed on publishing and delivering the Platt Park. And 3PA set up a Platt Park
Platt Park Post, the 3PA newsletter, on
Community presence on MeetUp.com.
a more timely basis with new volunteers
Priority goals for this year include
contributing more community-based
continuing to build membership, comarticles. We grew our E-Blast News
munity and 3PA committee involvelist to 500 residents. E-blasts now are
ment. With the help of more tech-savvy
more frequent and informative; the 3PA board members and volunteers, the
web site was updated; a new location
Web site will be expanded to include
= the historic Fleming Mansion - was
more community news and resources
found for monthly general meetings;
along with development and infrastrucand a greater variety of speakers and
ture plans. We still need volunteer disprograms were offered including a very tributors for blocks that are not receivwell-attended program for parents of
ing the 3PA newsletter. Coordinating
school-age children in Platt Park. The
the distribution of the newsletter to
annual picnic format and time have
3,000 homes is not a small task. Our
been changed to allow be more family
current coordinator could use some
and child friendly. It is scheduled from help or someone to volunteer to take
4-7 p.m. on Saturday, June 22.
over the job. New chairs are needed
The Committee for Responsible
for the CFRD, Membership and Safety
Development (CFRD) was reorganized Committees. We’d like to add two adfor more effectiveness and reviewed
ditional board members to build some
and weighed in on numerous applicabench strength on the Board for when
tions from residents for variances to
some current board member’s terms
codes or zoning. Also, two Good
expire next year.
Neighbor Agreements were negotiated
Send an e-mail to plattparkpres@
and agreed to by South Pearl Street
yahoo.com to volunteer for any of these
bars/restaurants. The Committee for
jobs.
Responsible Development and the full
There is enough to do to keep
3PA Board worked with the Tavern and 3PA Board, committee and volunteers
Historic Denver to preserve of most
pretty engaged in fulfilling our mission
of the Tavern’s historical architectural
as a Denver Registered Neighborhood
features. The 3PA Safety Committee
Organization (RNO). In exchange, 3PA
was activated by a new Chair, Carrah
asks for your encouragement by attendTorrence, and succeeded in bringing
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The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization,
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses in
the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on the
West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North and
Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open to
all neighbors and business owners who live within
these boundaries. Have a voice in your neighborhood and with the city: Join 3PA.

Check out our website. Stay
informed; learn about upcoming events, and more!

w w w. 3 pa . o r g
You can now join 3PA at 3PA.
org where you can fill-in the
form on-line and pay through
paypal. Go to 3PA.org, click on
“Join 3PA.”
Platt Park People’s Association (3pa.org)
New or Renewal Membership Form
Annual Dues: $20
Name
_________________________
Address
_________________________
E-Mail
_________________________
Phone
_________________________
Would you like to volunteer for a committee:
___Membership ___Picnic/Events
___ Safety
___Website
___Responsible Development
___Communications (writing articles)
___Distribute Newsletters
Mail with check payable to 3PA,
P.O. Box 100848, Denver, CO 80250-0848

Annual Platt Park Picnic

Since 1984

Each year, the
Platt Park People’s
Association (3PA), in
partnership with the
Old South Pearl St
Merchant’s Association,
sponsors an annual picnic in Platt Park. Join
the fun at Platt Park for
live music, volleyball,
games for kids, and
a 3PA raffle. Pajama
Baking Company will be providing the ICE CREAM for the
event!!! This year the picnic will be held on Saturday, June
22 from 4pm to 7pm, with the jazz band starting at 5pm.
You may bring your own picnic or order from any of
our great area restaurants. Here are a few restaurants that are
ready to take your orders for the event:
• BIN 1884 - 303-284-0784
• Cinque Soldi Salumeria - 303-996-6400
• Duffey Roll Cafe - 303-953-6890 (Pick up by
2:45pm)
• Pajama Baking Company - 303.733.3622.
Be sure to pick up your picnic by 3:45pm so you have
enough time to come to the park for all of the festivities.
We look forward to seeing you there!!

3PA
Specializing in Family Medicine
811 S. Pearl St. • 303-744-9120

Dr. Cynthia Wright anD Dr. Stephanie Stratil
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ing general meetings and events; by volunteering to serve
on the board and on various committees; by volunteering
to deliver the newsletter; and most importantly by joining
3PA. Please take five minutes of your time to join and pay
the $20 annual membership fee to provide this support. (see
form in newsletter or go to 3pa.org).
3PA is a valuable and important asset for the entire Platt
Park community. It can only succeed and grow if we all support it. The help of every resident, including you, is needed.

Accepting new patients
The Dentists on Pearl want to get to know you.
We feel this is the only way to create a plan that
will help you achieve and maintain a completely
healthy smile! Call The Dentists on Pearl today
at 303-498-9207 and schedule an appointment
for the entire family, in our modern, environmentally
friendly office. We accept most insurances.

Open 1st Fridays for Art Walk.
1905 South pearl Street | 303.498.9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com
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Neighborhood Notes
Ah summer in Platt Park...the birds singing, the smell of
barbecue, festival music in the air, the dust of construction drifting through the trees, all combine to make this one of the most
wonderful and interesting places to call home. We’ve come to
expect the regular wonderful summer fair of the Farmers Market
now in full swing each Sunday morning and the ‘Rock the Block’
festivals but each summer seems to come with its new unveilings.
This summer we’ll get to see christened the new Izakaya Den and
the transformation of the old yet to be named Wynkoop Brewery
project. The Tavern on Pearl will begin to take shape for a later
year opening. Rumors abound of yet other openings and closings
sure to add a bit more spice to things (pun indented—which is a
hint). We’ll have to learn to get around with the Logan Ave closing (sorry Pennsylvania you’re the likely alternative) and probably a
scrape or two coming to your block. Never dull! Here’s a little of
what I know….
BrewGrass, our first summer music festival is kicking off
Saturday June 8 at the north end of Pearl Street. Sponsored each
year by the South Pearl Street Merchants Association this annual
event draws thousands each summer to listen to great music, enjoy
craft beer and food from noon till 10 pm. Its sister event Blues
and Brews will be held August 10.
Just in case you missed it, on May 21, the official ribbon cutting ceremony was held for the South Broadway Reconstruction
project, which after four long years has finally come to a wonderful
conclusion. For those of us who have been around a while, we remember Broadway as a tired old thoroughfare that badly needed a
facelift. The new Broadway has been given a complete facelift that
includes a new concrete roadbed, center median, sidewalks and
abundant landscaping. The goal was to return this section of this
venerable road to its old main street charm. A host of new businesses, drawn to the future prospects of the improved corridor,
have sprung up along the way. Kudos to all the businesses that
endured the long process and have hung in there, we are certainly
glad and hope for a long season of prosperity! If you have not
been over to the west side gateway to our neighborhood be sure to
wander over sometime, I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.
One of the best new additions to the culinary scene Adelitas
Mexican Restaurant, now open at 1294 S Broadway. While our
neck of the woods does not lack for dining options, authentic
Mexican food has long been missing. Enter Adelitas featuring
an extensive, but not overwhelming, menu of traditional Mexican
favorites. Everything is made fresh on site and it shows. We
sampled the Ceviche for an appetizer along with homemade tortilla chip—delightful. For entrees we put the restaurant to our most
rigorous test of authentic Mexican food by ordering Chicken Mole
and Carnitas. Good mole, outside of Huatulco Mexico is hard to
find but Adelitas came through strong. The Carnitas was tender
and seasoned perfectly. Overall, it was wonderful food in a family
friendly atmosphere. We have been back twice in its first ten days
of being open. Oh and did I mention it is reasonably priced.
Two families own Adelitas from which they also derive
most of the recipes. The name ‘Adelitas’ comes from a story of
a woman who gained notoriety during the Mexican Revolution
who symbolized a brave, altruistic woman with an abundance of
strength and courage. The families chose this name as a tribute to
their mothers. Adelitas is open seven days a week serving lunch,

www.3pa.org

dinner and a late night menu. Brunch is available on Saturday and
Sunday. A twice daily happy hour from 3-6pm and 10pm till close
offers both appetizer and drink specials. Drop on over, I think
you’ll be pleased.
While we are staying on the subject of Broadway by now
you might have noticed the old Gump Glass showroom at 1265 S
Broadway has undergone a total transformation of its 36,000-plus
square feet and will soon become the new home for InnovAge
Greater Colorado PACE day/health center for older adults.
Although not old enough (yet) to know what that is all about
sources tell me it is a non-profit company that provides services to
adults who chose to remain in their homes as opposed to moving
to a nursing home in their latter years. Probably a place we will all
be glad is just around the corner someday.
One last Broadway note long time owner of Birdsall Garden
Center John Ludwig decided after 25 years of ownership to pass
the baton to Annie and Scott Huston longtime clients and owners
of Columbine Design, a landscape/architecture firm. Located at
1534 S Broadway, Birdsall offers over 8000 square feet of outdoor
furniture, artwork, fountains, fire pits and plants. If you are looking for something more creative and unique than you can find in
the isles of Home Depot, then drop on over. You can also check
them out on line at www.birdsallgarden.com.
Next issue we’ll spend a bit more time updating you on the
many happenings on Pearl Street and its surroundings. Until
then, hope your summer gets off to a wonderful start, your veggie
garden is the envy of us all, the watering ban gets lifted, our lawns
don’t die in the meantime, your barbecue turns out perfect and
your beer is always cold.
See you around the neighborhood,
Tom Snyder

bringing color
to platt park

• Complete Interior and Exterior Painting •
Quality Work by Trusted Craftsmen Since 1995

20% off

labor on all interior jobs performed
in November ‘12 - March ’13

CALL (303) 512-8777

www.irelandsfinestinc.com
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McKinley-Thatcher
Elementary School Every
Child Succeeds
McKinley- Thatcher is breaking ground with an innovative
new extended day program for the 2013-2014 school year.
We will have an enhanced learning day for all students K-5th
grade. Students in full-day 4 year old ECE will have the option of extending their day as well. There will be no additional fee for the additional 75 minutes of instructional time.
Having students attend from 8am-4pm will allow us to have
more time for academic instruction, more time for arts instruction, additional time for technology instruction and use,
and the opportunity for students to receive homework help
so once they go home for the day, they can have family time.
Students will still have some homework to support responsibility, but the amount of time spent on homework will be far
less than students currently have. In our enhanced day, students will have approximately 85 minutes of arts instruction
per day, over 300 minutes of academic instruction per day,
plus there will be time for recess and homework help. We are
excited to offer a truly well-rounded learning experience for
our students!!
The 2012-13 school year is closing down with some notable achievements. On April 26th, sixteen of our students performed in the Denver Public Schools’ Shakespeare Festival.
They memorized the actual text and were able to fully explain the meaning of the words. Our students were awarded
Recognition of Excellence Ribbons for their performances.
The 2nd and 3rd graders have harvested their basil and
made a delivery to Pasquini’s. Through this project, students
learned about gardening and conducting a business. They
used contemporary technology to grow their basil hydroponically. Student Arlan Borunda writes:
Hydroponic is a way to grow plants without using soil!
Instead of using soil, you put the plant roots into water. The
plant gets all of it’s food and nutrients from a special liquid
that we put into the planters with soil. A special pump makes
the water move through the plant containers. Hydroponic
planting is easy and fun!
Look along our fence on Louisiana and notice we are
ready to plant our school garden. We have started a variety of
vegetables and herbs in the school, and are anxious to transplant everything into the garden. Each classroom has a plot
and will be tending their gardens with a goal of enjoying the
vegetables they produce! We have also added a garden box
along the south side of the garden for tall plants and plants
that will use the fence to climb. Small plots, having plants
climb up a structure versus spreading out on the ground, and
utilizing additional pots is what urban gardening is all about.
It is our goal to help our students understand how they can
garden in their own yards, even if they don’t have much space.
We are growing the future at McKinely-Thatcher.
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Affordable, Quality Child Care Available
for Denver Families
Thanks to the passage of Measure 2A, the Denver Child
Care Assistance Program (CCAP) will be able to provide
child care for more low-income working families in Denver,
as well as help child care providers improve the quality of
care they are able to provide to those families. Denver received $2.5 million in funding this year to help more families
afford quality child care. The dollars make it possible for
families with newborns to children age 13 and special needs
youth up to age 18 to afford child care, while parents work,
attend school or look for a job.
“Thanks to the Denver voters, we are able to better
serve the needs of hundreds of additional families, helping
them pay for child care so they can work, job hunt or go to
school,” Mayor Hancock said. “These are critical services
the city has pledged to restore as a result of the passage of
Measure 2A. Together, we are delivering a smart, 21st century city that is built on a solid financial foundation with good
jobs, healthy children, accessible libraries and safe streets.”
The program is helping Juanita Alamos, a single mother
of three elementary school age children. “CCAP has helped
me in a great, great way. The amount the program has provided me has motivated me to go to school, look for a job
and keep working….without it I wouldn’t be where I am
today; able to work.” Alamos is an administrative assistant
in the construction industry and is not able to pick up her
children immediately after school. The program helps pay for
after school care for her 11 year-old, 9 year-old and 6 yearold, so they are not left unattended and Alamos can finish
her work day.
One way Denver CCAP is increasing accessibility to the
community is by boosting income eligibility guidelines to
ensure more families from across the city can access the program. Essentially, a family of four that makes $51,800 or less
a year may qualify for the program.

“The program helps parents maintain self-sufficiency,
while giving children a chance to access quality child care,”
Denver Human Services Manager Penny May said. “This
program helps families afford child care throughout the year,
whether it’s full-time care, after school care or summer time
care.”
Additionally, the program no longer has a waitlist to receive services. For two years, many families in Denver were
put on a waitlist to access CCAP benefits. Families that
qualify can now access CCAP benefits without waiting.
Denver CCAP providers are also working to improve
the services they offer through a 10% reimbursement rate
increase. The increase is expected to help child care providers improve the quality of care. “Providing care for children
is extremely expensive,” Dora Sandness, Warren Village
Learning Center Child Care Subsidy Advocate said. “We care
for 120 children ranging in age from 6 weeks to 10 years-old
and approximately 80 percent of the kids are supported by
CCAP. The boost will help us cover our expenses…every
little bit helps.”
“I wouldn’t have been able to achieve as much without
CCAP. It’s nice to be able to work and know the program is
helping me afford a daycare where my children can go and
be safe,” Alamos said. “CCAP really does help parents move
ahead in life.”
To apply for CCAP in Denver County, please visit www.
DenverCCAP.org or call 720-944-KIDS(5437).

South Pearl Street Farmer’s Market
The Market is in its 11th year and brings 60 vendors to S Pearl between
9am and 1pm every Sunday for 22 weeks. In addition, the market
organizes special events:
May 19
June 16
July 21
Sept 22
Oct 20
Oct 27

Homestead in the Hood/Green Fair
Car Show
Health Fair
Pet Fair
Chili Cook-Off
Halloween Fest

The Market will sponsor a
Flea Market the last Sunday of every month.
www.3pa.org
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hair cut &style
facialsmassage
manicure
pedicure
massage
by Sean& Ella

introducing

T U E S D AY, T H U R S D AY, S AT U R D AY

15% off first massage
303.777.7708

1306 South Pearl Street • www.HeadwavesDenver.com
Gift certificates available

Summer of Reading
Denver Public Library is teaming up with Mayor Michael
B. Hancock for Summer of Reading (SOR) 2013. As part
of the Mayor’s commitment to ensuring that all Denver kids
can compete and succeed, he has launched the Summer of
Reading Neighborhood Challenge. The branch library who
has the greatest increase in SOR registrations between June 3
and June 15 will win an ice cream party with the Mayor. The
party will be scheduled at the winning branch sometime during Denver’s Summer of Reading which runs June 3- Aug 10,
2013.
“Summer of Reading is just one example of one of the
thoughtful programs the city of Denver provides to better
prepare all of our children to succeed,” says Mayor Hancock.
“Our citywide goal is to have 40,000 participants this year,
which will ultimately work towards growing the number of
kids served by early childhood education programs and increasing literacy rates.”
Denver Public Library has offered summer reading programs for local residents over 85 years.
Throughout the two months, the Library provides hundreds of programs and activities, suggested reading lists and
cool incentives for all ages aimed to help incorporate literacyrich fun into summer family time. The program is divided
up into three age-appropriate themes: birth –preschool, kids
K-5th grade, and teens 6-12th grade.
City Library Shirley Amore notes, “Summer of Reading
is one of Denver Public Library’s marquee events, helping our
children avoid summer learning loss, which happens when
kids are not engaged in reading and literacy-rich programs
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while not in school. We’ve also incorporated a program for
birth-preschoolers, to help parents/caregivers develop their
child’s pre-literacy skills.”
For over 20 years, Elitch Gardens Theme and Water Park
has generously donated more than 20,000 free admission tickets per year, which are given as one of the many prizes families can earn throughout the Summer of Reading program.
Visit summerofreading.org or any of our 25 locations to
learn more. Registration begins on June 3.
Summer of Reading is sponsored by: Elitch Gardens
Theme and Water Park, Helen K. and Arthur E. Johnson
Foundation, Denver Public Library Friends Foundation,
Metropolitan State University of Denver and AMG National
Trust Bank. Media sponsors: Colorado Parent, Denver Post
Community, jazz89/KUVO Public Radio, El Semanario The
Weekly Issue, and Telemundo Denver.
DECKER LIBRARY
1501 S. Logan St. 720-865-0220
www.denverlibrary.org
Decker Library Hours for 2013
Monday, Tuesday 12pm - 8pm
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm.
Sunday CLOSED.
Storytime and Craft, Wednesdays, 10:15am.
Tales for Twos, Thursdays, 10:15am
Book Babies, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 11:15am.
www.3pa.org

Celebrate Decker Branch Library’s

100

th Anniversary
Saturday, July 13

The community is invited to celebrate the Decker
Branch Library’s 100th anniversary on Saturday, July 13 from
9am to noon with children’s activities, live music, refreshments, and more!
This fun-filled morning will include sidewalk chalk
drawing, button making, face painting and balloon sculpting
with Miss Abbie. Pianists Dee Netzel and Shieko Uno will
be performing classical and popular music of the early 1900s.
For the history buffs out there, we’ll have a beautiful display
of historical photos, and you may even run into Sarah Decker
herself!
The Sarah Platt Decker Branch Library was one of four
branches of the Denver Public Library that opened in 1913
as a result of an $80,000 grant from the Andrew Carnegie
Corporation. The others were Ford-Warren, Woodbury and
Dickinson.
Decker Branch Library is located at 1501 S Logan Street
at E Florida Ave. Visit www.denverlibrary.org for more information. Event is free and open to the public.

Faik Aykal

How to Rent the Fleming Mansion
by Amy Vaerewyck
It has been a city hall, a library, and a jail—and now, it
could be the venue for your small wedding reception, big
birthday bash or mid-size holiday party. The newly restored
James Fleming House, built in 1862, is now available to rent
for private events.
Here are details about how to rent out this historic landmark
and neighborhood icon:
Location: 1510 S Grant Street (corner of Florida and South
Grant Streets next to Platt Park)
Contact: 720-913-0766
Capacity: 69 persons
Availability: 7am – 11pm every day except New Year’s
Eve, New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day
Rates: $75/hour evenings and weekends; $40/hour weekdays
before 4pm (4-hour minimum rental; 50% discount for nonprofits)
Amenities: Tables, chairs, refrigerator, microwave, on-site
event facilitator
Food: Work with a caterer of your choice or self-cater.
Alcohol: Open bars only. A professional bartender (NOT a
guest) must serve the beverages.
www.3pa.org

7

Platt Park Events Calendar
Tuesday, June 11
3PA General Meeting

Fleming Mansion, 1510 S. Grant St.,
6:30pm

Saturday, June 22
3PA Annual Picnic
Platt Park, 4pm

Decker Library Events

10:30 am. All Ages. No registration is
required.

For grades K-5. Registration is
required.

Monday, June 17
Memory Board Craft

For grades 6-12. No registration is
required. 1pm

Monday, June 24
Book Club, 2pm - 3pm

For grades 4-5. Registration is
required.

Tuesday, June 25
Creative Bookmark
Craft

1pm. For grades K-5. Registration is
required.

REAL TIME MARKET PROFILE
$448,000
$185

Average Days on Market

167

Percent of Properties w/ Price Decrease

42%

Median House Size (sq ft)

2,376

Median Lot Size (sq ft)

5,500

Paddy McClelland

Median Number of Bedrooms

3.0

Median Number of Bathrooms

2.5

Market Action Index - Strong Buyer’s

19.1

{ Real

Estate

Pricing has been weak in recent weeks. Since it’s a
Buyer’s Market, there is excess inventory & lower prices.

at

REAL ESTATE

720.334.6181 | 720.300.0276

303.858.8100
720.300.0276

ECOBROKER & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE: 303.858.8100

paddy@verdedenver.com
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Stay Informed about Community
News & Events! Visit Us Online:

Connecting Neighbor to Neighbor
WWW.PLATTPARKNEIGHBORS.COM

For grades 4-5. Registration is
required.

Monday, June 10
Book Club, 2pm - 3pm
Tuesday, June 11
Fossil Prints Craft, 1pm

Asking Price per Square Foot

Monday, July 8
Book Club, 2pm - 3pm
Tuesday, July 9
Canvas Art, 1pm

For children in grades 4-5.
Registration is required.

Median List Price

For grades 6-12. No registration is
required.

Friday, June 7
Summer of Reading
Kickoff Event!
10:30am - 12:30pm

Stop by for crafts, a fun treasure
hunt, and refreshments. Sign up for
DPL’s Summer of Reading! All ages.
No registration is required.

Did You Know:

Monday, July 1
Fuzzy Felt Monsters
Craft, 1pm

Friday, June 28
Connie & Co. presents
Rabbits on Vacation

10:30am. All Ages. No registration is
required.

For grades K-5. Registration is
required.

Friday, July 12
Abbie the Clown presents The Clown Mask:
An Intro to Clowning

Saturday, July 13
Decker Library’s 100th
Anniversary Celebration, 9am – 12pm

For ages 0 to 100+. No registration is
required. Join us for balloon twisting,
button making, music, historical
photos, trivia hunt and refreshments.

Monday, July 15
Magnet Making Craft

1pm. For grades 6-12. No registration
is required.

Friday, July 19
Merry Andrew Afoot
presents The Three
Wishes, 10am

All ages. No registration is required.

Monday, July 22
Book Club, 2pm – 3pm
For grades 4-5. Registration is
required.

Friday, July 26
Justin Miera presents
Creepy Crawlies!,
10:30am

All ages. No registration is required.

To advertise in the next Platt Park Post, contact
Penni Dorwart,
303-715-0024, pdorwart@yahoo.com
www.3pa.org

