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Neighborhood Watch
By Renate Robey

W

hen a thief
stole the
backflow
valve from of Carrah
Torrence’s sprinkler
system, she was mad
and frustrated but
not sure what she
could do about it. But
then someone stole her car stereo and
Torrence knew she had to do something. “When they broke into my car,
that was the last straw.”
Torrence volunteered to chair 3PA’s
safety committee. She has organized
a Neighborhood Watch group on her
block and wants to help other blocks do
the same.
Neighborhood Watch programs attempt to help prevent crime by doing a
couple of things: getting residents to
take inventory of our valuable items, getting to know their neighbors, using best
practices for deterring crime, and finally,
learning how to identify a crime in progress and how to report crimes. “And with
that knowledge, you do feel safer,” said
Torrence.
Getting to know your neighbors
is a critical part of the program, said
Torrence. She knew her neighbors, but
became much more comfortable with
them after she organized Neighborhood
Watch on her block and they had their
first meeting.
“I don’t think I would have knocked
on someone’s door and said ‘hey- your
door is open.’ I would have felt like I was
imposing.” Not anymore, she said.

While crime rates are still
very low in Platt Park, there
is crime. Property crimes are
by far the most commonly
reported crimes and certain
crimes have increased in recent years.
There were more than twice
as many stolen cars in Platt Park during the first seven months of 2012 compared with 2009. Denver Police reported
16 motor vehicle thefts between January
and July of 2009, compared with 35
during those months in 2012. Citywide,
there were 2,054 cars stolen between
January and July of this year.
There were 80 thefts from motor vehicles in Platt Park during the first seven
months of 2012, up from 45 during the
same months in 2009. Larceny, which
includes bicycle thefts, went up from 32
to 52 reported cases between the first
part of 2009 and 2012. Citywide, there
were 4,096 thefts from motor vehicles
and 4,131 larceny cases so far this year.
“We live in a safe neighborhood. We
know our neighbors,” said Torrence. “We
think everything is going to be okay, but
there are people passing through. There
is a lot of foot traffic.” And that leads to
crimes of opportunity. “We don’t have
tons of crime but we need to do the best
we can to protect our property and our
families.”
According to Torrence, there are
still some old neighborhood watch signs
around the area, but the city plans to take
those down and replace them with new
ones. To get the new signs you have to
Continued on page 3

The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization,
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses in
the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on the
West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North and
Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open to
all neighbors and business owners who live within
these boundaries. Have a voice in your neighborhood and with the city: Join 3PA.
Special thanks to all of those
that contributed and made
the Annual Picnic another big
success!

Casa Verde Paint
Divino Wines
Polkadot
Duffyroll Cafe
Mayu Sanctuary
Black Pearl
Salumeria
Gaia
Ruffly Rose
Marjan Salon
Leo's Automotive
Sushi Den
Isakaya

Cyclery
Empty Bottle
Capital Tea
Five Green Boxes
Cameron Church
(use of their tables)
An extra thanks to
Bungo Box for
providing all of the
ice cream for the
picnic!

Check out our website.
Stay informed, learn about
upcoming events, and more!

www.3pa.org



Upcoming October
General Meeting

The 3PA General Meeting on October 9th will
cover information about the upcoming Local
Election Issues and Candidates. Additional
details will be provided by EBlast from
3PA. You can sign up for EBlast by emailing
plattparkpres@yahoo.com.

Neighborhood Notes
In case you hadn’t noticed there is a presidential election
coming up in a few weeks. Like me, you’ve probably watched
enough campaign ads already to last a lifetime—hard to
stomach yet another month of that stuff. It amazes me how
millions of dollars will be spent on ads that tell us not much
of substance regarding the candidates or their opponents.
However, underneath the mud-slinging I’m sure there are
some substantive principles and ideas worth considering and
which I hope all my fellow Americans, will pay greater attention to. Oh well here’s to life after November 6th—may the
best years be yet to come for us all!
I think it was a great summer all around here in Platt
Park albeit a rather toasty one. Special thanks to the Old
South Pearl Merchants association for sponsoring some
great block events and the on-going Farmers Market. Seems
our neighborhood has become quite the hip and cool place
to be these days. Also, special thanks to all who made the
annual Picnic in the Park a great time. Looking forward to
Winterfest which will shortly be upon us, no doubt.
End of summer seemed a bit slow but here are a few
things that caught my attention…Fourteen Seventy-Two,
the restaurant at 1472 South Pearl Street is now open!
The first thing that strikes you is the property no longer
resembles the old bungalow. Generous outside, open and
covered seating is available both on the street level and on
the soon to be opened upper deck (still waiting for one last
permit). Bright umbrellas give a festive feel to the space that
promises to be a wonderful hangout on warm sunny days.
Step inside and you are reminded that this was a turn of the
century bungalow with much exposed brick and the old fireplace still intact.
The cuisine is described as “Low Country” which
Wikipedia defines as “the cooking traditionally associated
with the South Carolina and Georgia coast…having strong
parallels with New Orleans and Cajun cuisines.” We tried
the Low Country Ceviche as an appetizer. Large portion of
Ahi Tuna mixed with avocado and seasoning---excellent. We
then enjoyed the Chicken & Waffles and Meatloaf with Curry
Sauce for the main course. Both dishes were excellent. One
thing was also clear, “Low Country Cuisine” also seems to
mean large portions as my wife and I could have easily split
an entrée. Overall a great dining experience and we’ll look
forward to going back. Prices range from $9 for a Pork
Belly Sandwich to $28 for the Low Country Boil featuring an
assortment of seafood. Full bar and wine list are available.
Hours of operation are daily from 10 am till 11 pm.
Got an aching tooth or just want to give the old ivories
a polish? Well, stop over by The Dentists on Pearl, 1905
S Pearl Street. Drs. Cynthia Wright and Stephanie Stratil
searched for some time to find the perfect location to open
their vision of a neighborhood dentist office. Both Cynthia
and Stephanie left other practices to begin this venture. Their
practice is designed for all ages and provides a full spectrum
of services for all your dental needs. They invite you to drop
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on in, call for more information at 303-498-9207 or check
them out at www.DentistsonPearl.com.
A new addition you might have missed (I did) over on
the Broadway side of the neighborhood is Time Capsule
Framing at 11 East Louisiana, next to Buffalo Doughboy
Bakery. Owned and operated by Chris Eller. Time Capsule
does high quality custom framing as well as offering works of
local artist’s and prints for sale. Open every day from 10 to 7.
Check it out online at www.timecapsuleframing.com or call
Chris at 720-583-0567.
I decided to meet one of my friends for beverage a few
weeks back and chose to shoot over to the Dive Inn which
I had not been to since they first opened. Got there around
7:00 and the place was pretty quiet which made me wonder
how they might be doing. Such concern was misplaced!
Within the next hour it seemed like the entire population of
Washington Park, showed up and soon the place was pretty
much wall to wall people who seem to be having a great time.
Kudos to the crew for creating a new hangout that seems to
be in just a few months a smashing success. On that note the
good folks over at the Dive Inn (1380 S Broadway) would like
to host a Platt Park Neighborhood Night. Please plan to stop
by the Dive Inn on Tuesday October 23rd from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. for an “Almost FREE Happy Hour”. Some light
appetizers will be provided and all Platt Park neighbors will
get $1 Dive Inn Drafts and $2 Wine & Well drinks.
Want a free Steering Wheel Lock? If you happen to be
an owner of any of the following ‘most likely to be stolen’
cars you can:
1. 1996 Honda Accord
2. 1995 Honda Integra
3. 2000 Honda Civic
4. 2001 Dodge Ram Pick-up
5. 1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee
6. 1990 Chevy Full Size Pick-up
7. 1998 Jeep Cherokee
8. 2004 Ford F-150 Pick-up
9. 1989 Toyota Camry
10. 2002 Ford Explorer
You are qualified to receive a free steering wheel lock for
your car. Just bring your registration by the Broadway Cop
Shop at 407 S Broadway #500 and they will set you up.
In the next issue of this newsletter we are hoping to update you on the big plans for the Izakaya Den/Wynkoop
swap. We might also share plans for Ototo Den location as
well as an update on what the Tavern Group has planned for
the old India’s Pearl location. Have a great fall. Go Broncos!
See you around the neighborhood
Tom Snyder
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Neighborhood Watch
Continued from page 1

Tom & Denise
Snyder

have an updated Neighborhood Watch program and be registered with the Denver Police Department.
So what exactly does it mean to be in Neighborhood
Watch?
To become a part of the program - and get Neighborhood
watch signs and stickers - residents must meet the following
requirements:
1. Designate a block captain. At least 75% of your neighbors in a set area - typically a block - should be willing to
participate. According to Torrence, it is up to the neighbors how to define a block. For example, a block might
be both the east and west sides of a street. Some block
organizers decide to include the neighbors across the alley.
“The person across the street won’t have any idea what’s
going on in the alley.” However, a neighbor across the alley neighbor might notice an open garage door.
2. Next, participants must complete a Valuable Property
Inventory and Registration Card. The Inventory
Record is stored by residents in a safe place and the registration card is returned to the police department.
3. Finally, the neighbors hold a block meeting to get to
know each other. A Denver Police community resource
officer will attend to train residents on how to prevent
crimes and to detect and report crimes. “It really is kind
of like a party, but it’s about crime,” said Torrence. The
community resource officer can also talk about specific
concerns on your block, said Torrence.
However, Neighborhood Watch does not mean taking
on a vigilante approach. According to the Police Department
FAQ’s on Neighborhood Watch, residents should not expect
to “patrol” their blocks or act as security guards for the neighborhood. They should stay a “safe distance from any potential
crime and be a good witness.”
Torrence said their community resource officer told them
“if you are feeling really uneasy and the hairs on the back your
neck stand up, call 911.” If something is stolen, but the thieves
are gone and no one is hurt, then residents should call the
Denver Police non-emergency number. (720-913-2000)
Reporting crimes to the right person and doing so quickly
is important Torrence said. “In the process of trying to figure
out who to call, you are forgetting important details” about the
crime.
Torrence said it has been really helpful to review some basic crime prevention. “Lighting is one of the cheapest ways to
prevent crime,” she said. Porch lights and motion lights – especially in alleys- can really help.
Torrence said four blocks have shown interest in the program and two have had meetings.
To sign up or learn more, contact Carrah Torrence at ct3PAsc@gmail.com.
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Platt Park
Residents
Your
Neighborhood
Specialists!
5280 MAGAZINE 5-STAR REALTOR

303.877.3097
Cherry Creek Properties office 303-713-9000

Charles Simmons is a Platt Park resident and neighbor.
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New Parent Forum
Please join us for a NEW PARENT FORUM to learn
more about our neighborhood Denver Public Schools on
November 13 at 6.30pm at the Hope Community Church.
Do you have kids under 5 and want to find out what
you “need to know” about our neighborhood schools and
how to navigate the DPS system? Or would you like to meet
other parents or learn more about the Platt Park Schools?
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, come join
us for the New Parent Forum sponsored by the Platt Park
Neighborhood 3PA School Committee!
When: November 13 at 6.30pm
Where: Hope Community Church, 1801 S. Logan St
(corner of Logan and Colorado Ave).
Who: Geared toward parents with young children, who
have not yet ventured into the DPS System (although everyone is welcome). Childcare will be available!

The Dentists on Pearl
is joining your community.
We are looking forward to
serving patients of all ages
in our new, environmentally
friendly practice!

Dr.Wright an

D

Dr.Stratil

303-498-9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com
1905 South Pearl St., Denver, Co 80210

Opening SOOn! Summer 2012

Purpose of the forum:
• Learn about our local Platt Park Schools and meet the
Principals
• Understand Denver Public School (DPS) enrollment and
options
• Meet other parents in the neighborhood
What will be covered?
• A representative from each of our four area schools will
present a school overview. (Asbury, McKinley-Thatcher,
Grant, and South)
• Learn how DPS evaluates schools – use of the School
Performance Framework (SPF)
• Understand what is available for three and four year-olds
(Preschool)
• Find out about other general information about the
logistics of schools and application process - School
Schedules, Before/After Care, Time-frame for applications, Advanced Kindergarten, Age cutoffs, What are
Charter Schools and How School of Choice works.
• Child care will be provided for children over six months.
For more info, contact PlattParkSchools@gmail.com
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Denver Public Schools’
You can now join 3PA at 3PA.org
Middle & High School Expo where you can fill-in the form onOn Tuesday, October 23, 2012, Denver Public Schools
(DPS) is hosting the Middle & High School Expo, providing
families with the opportunity to visit with principals, teachers
and students from traditional, magnet and charter schools.
The event will take place from 6-8 pm at Infinity Park Event
Center (4400 E. Kentucky Ave., Glendale, CO 80246). All
families with children in grades ECE through 8th are encouraged to attend to explore middle and high school options
within DPS. In addition, families will have the opportunity
to learn about SchoolChoice, the DPS enrollment process,
as well as Transportation, Gifted & Talented and additional
student services. Interpreters will be available to provide language assistance. For additional information, please call (720)
423-3414 or visithttp://www.dpsk12.org/expo/.
Specific Details
What: Denver Public Schools Middle & High School Expo
When: Tuesday, October 23, 6-8pm
Where: Infinity Park Event Center - 4400 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Glendale, CO 80246
Contact: (720) 423-3414 or http://www.dpsk12.org/expo/.

line and pay through paypal. Go to
3PA.org, click on “Join 3PA.”
Platt Park People’s Association (3pa.org)
New or Renewal Membership Form
Annual Dues: $20
Name _____________________________
Address ___________________________
E-Mail _____________________________
Phone _____________________________
Would you like to volunteer for a committee:
___Membership ___Picnic/Events ___ Safety
___Responsible Development ___Website
___Communications (writing articles) ___Distribute Newsletters
Mail with check payable to 3PA,
P.O. Box 100848, Denver, CO 80250-0848

Who: All Denver-area families with children in grades ECE
through 8th grade who are interested in learning more about
DPS middle and high school options.

Since 1984

Recent storms have severely damaged thousands of
homes around Platt Park . . .

Call us to find out more.

Specializing in Family Medicine

Denver Roof Systems lives and works in Platt Park . . .

Call us for our references.

811 S. Pearl St. • 303-744-9120

Very experienced in all facets of roofing and dealing
with insurance companies . . .

Did You Know:

Call us to see what we can do for you.

REAL TIME MARKET PROFILE

Call us for a FREE inspection today!
Visit www.teamdrs.com
Call 720-542-8771

$448,000

Asking Price per Square Foot

$185

Average Days on Market

167

Percent of Properties w/ Price Decrease

42%

Median House Size (sq ft)

2,376

Median Lot Size (sq ft)

5,500

Paddy McClelland

Median Number of Bedrooms

3.0

Median Number of Bathrooms

2.5

Market Action Index - Strong Buyer’s

19.1

{ Real

Estate

Pricing has been weak in recent weeks. Since it’s a
Buyer’s Market, there is excess inventory & lower prices.

at

REAL ESTATE

Email sales@denverroofsystems.com

720.334.6181 | 720.300.0276

We are also hiring . . . live and work locally!

paddy@verdedenver.com

www.3pa.org

Median List Price

303.858.8100
720.300.0276

ECOBROKER & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE: 303.858.8100

Stay Informed about Community
News & Events! Visit Us Online:

Connecting Neighbor to Neighbor
WWW.PLATTPARKNEIGHBORS.COM
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Ballet Ariel’s ‘Fire Dances’
to debut at PACE Center
Ballet Ariel’s 2012 fall concert ‘Fire Dances’. Ballet Ariel presents ‘Fire Dances’ on Saturday, October 13 at 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm
at the PACE Center in Parker. ‘Fire Dances’ is the premiere of this
electrifying ballet choreographed by Director Ilena Norton inspired
by fire myths and legends, featuring a Native American legend
about the first fire setter, the myth of the Phoenix who is reborn
in fire every 500 years, and the story of Pele the Hawaiian volcano
goddess. Ballet Ariel also will present a suite of dances from ‘La
Bayadere’ staged by Giana Jigarhan, a beautiful classical ballet about
a temple dancer who is betrayed by her lover. This classical ballet
choreographed by the great Marius Petipa was first performed in
1877. Also on the program is ‘The Chase’, a hilarious romp recreating the silent movie era and the genius of Charlie Chaplin. “The
variety of this performance will delight both the classical ballet audience as well as fans of contemporary dance”, said Ilena Norton,
Artistic Director. “This exciting program is meant to be enjoyed
by everyone”. Tickets start at $16.00 and are available at www.
PACEcenteronline.org or 303-805-6800.

About Ballet Ariel

Ballet Ariel is a “ballet company that is becoming an absolute
gem,” says Donald K. Atwood MFA, PhD, at www.worlddancereviews.com. Founded in 1998 by Artistic and Executive Director Ilena
Norton, Ballet Ariel’s mission is to present original ballets that combine classical tradition and images of contemporary culture, while
providing dance education and fostering appreciation of the art of
ballet. The company employs ten professional dancers, and its repertoire includes classical works and original ballets, including Cinderella,
Latin Movement, The Chase, and Avoca—A Tale of Molly Brown.
Ballet Ariel performs its season concerts at the PACE Center in
Parker and the Cleo Parker Robinson Theatre in Denver. They have
also performed in the Arvada Center for the Arts SummerFest
Series, during Denver Arts Week at the Denver Art Museum, in the
Denver Ballet Guild Showcase at the Colorado Heights Theatre, with
the Denver Brass at the Newman Center for the Performing Arts,
in the Mile High Dance Festival in Denver, and on tour in Casper,
Wyoming and at the Tabor Opera House in Leadville.
The Ballet Ariel School offers pre-professional training and is directed by Katie Marshall. Ballet Ariel receives funding from Denver,
Douglas, Jefferson, and Arapahoe Counties Scientific Cultural
Facilities District and Denver Ballet Guild. For more information,
visit WWW.BALLETARIEL.ORG or call 303-945-4388.
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NECO Pass Update
The Neighborhood ECO Pass is a pass that Denver
neighborhood associations can purchase for residents. The
pass is purchased annually, and provides unlimited travel on
RTD light rail and bus service for each member of a household. In spring 2011, a small group of residents in Platt Park
conducted a survey to identify interested blocks. 100 out of
3,000 households responded and those results were used to
draw a boundary line of the most interested parties. In the
spring of 2012, a small group of residents distributed surveys to households in a select group of blocks in Platt Park.
This second survey was used to establish the price for the
pass. Less than 25% of households in that boundary area
responded to this second survey and the price per household
was calculated by RTD and was based on usage. Based on
the information provided by the households that responded,
the price of the NECO pass for the households in the select
area came to $178 per household per year.
For those of you familiar with RTD pricing this price is
extremely reasonable when you consider that it covers every
person in the house! However, the contract would encompass
all households and the neighborhood association would have
to raise over $35,000 dollars ($178 x 200 households). With
the low response rate observed during the price survey, raising this money would be extremely difficult, and there does
not appear to be enough interest to keep this initiative moving forward. Platt Park joins a host of other Denver neighborhoods that have tried and failed to realize the NECO pass.
The only successful neighborhoods have been in Boulder and
their success may be due to the fact that the city of Boulder
helps to subsidize the price of the pass.

October Fest!

October Fest on South Pearl Street will be held
Saturday, Oct. 6th on the 1500 block of South Pearl Street
to celebrate fall. We will have live music, adult beverages
and food. It’s a great way to get out and enjoy the beautiful
weather in the neighborhood!

bringing color
to platt park

• Complete Interior and Exterior Painting •
Quality Work by Trusted Craftsmen Since 1995

20% off

labor on all interior jobs performed
in November ‘12 - March ’13

www.3pa.org

CALL (303) 512-8777

www.irelandsfinestinc.com
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Dial 311 to Save Time,
Sanity and Solve Problems
by Kathleen Gueymard

Denver 311 is the primary point of communication for
citizens to request city services, ask a question or be directed
to any of the City Agencies or Divisions. Denver 311 is
committed to providing a link for non-emergency services/
communications between citizens and the City and County of
Denver and to accomplish this goal in a timely, efficient, accurate and measurable manner.
I didn’t believe this, so I have never called 311. Then I
wondered; could it be true? Did this mean no more guessing the right city agency to call and then being put on hold,
rerouted several times and then having my call dropped just
as my question was about to be answered. So, I called to
see what would happen and was very impressed by the quick
response and follow-up action taken. It only took three minutes to report an issue that had bothered me for two years
and the problem was solved within a week without my having
to do anything further.
Calling is not the only option. The 311 website is efficiently designed so you can complete a “ticket” online to
report a problem from a drop down menu with 14 categories.
Go to www.denvergov.org. Click on 311. Go to “submit
a ticket”. Click on category “Streets, Traffic and Sidewalks”
and sub-topics come up so you can quickly report potholes,
sidewalk damage and traffic light malfunctions. Or click on
menu item “Neighborhood Complaints” to report dilapidated fencing, grass or weed violations, easement or setback
violations, abandoned vehicles. Or click “trash, recycling and
compost” to report overflowing and damaged dumpsters or
find out large item pick up schedules for your block. Or click
“Animals and Pets” to report barking dogs, animal abuse, or
vicious animals.
Many complaints (especially about issues with neighbors
such as grass and weed violations, dilapidated fences, abandoned vehicles) do not require that you identify yourself. You
are provided a reference number for complaints so you can
follow-up, if necessary, on the action taken. Be sure and make
note of your reference number in case you need to follow up.
311 is not just for making complaints. The website gives
you access to numerous public records such as property tax
information, and ordinances. Or you can pay your property
taxes or renew your driver’s license. Definitely worth your
time to take a look! Thank you, City of Denver.

Platt Park Events Calendar
Saturday, Oct. 6

OctoberFest
South Pearl Street

Sunday, Oct. 7

Farmer Market
South Pearl Street, 9am to 1pm

Tuesday, Oct. 9

3PA General Meeting
Update on Local Election Issues
Hope Community Church, 1801 S
Logan St, 6:30 pm

Tuesday, Nov. 13

3PA General Meeting
Update on Local Election Issues
Hope Community Church, 1801 S
Logan St, 6:30 pm

Saturday, Nov. 17
Chamber Music Concert
Decker Library, 2pm

Friday, Nov. 30

WinterFest
South Pearl Street, 5pm-9pm

Sunday, Oct. 14

Saturday, Dec. 1

Saturday, Oct. 20

Decker Library Hours
for 2012

Farmer Market
South Pearl Street, 9am to 1pm
Chamber Music Concert
Decker Library, 2pm

Sunday, Oct. 21

Farmer Market – Chili Cook Off
South Pearl Street, 9am to 1pm

Sunday, Oct. 28

Farmer Market – Halloween Celebration
South Pearl Street, 9am to 1pm

Sunday, Nov. 4

Farmer Market (Last Day!)
South Pearl Street, 9am to 1pm

WinterFest
South Pearl Street, 1pm -5pm

1501 South Logan, 720-865-0220 ,
www.denverlibrary.org
Monday 12pm – 8pm, Wednesday,
Thursday 10am – 6pm, Saturday
9am – 5pm.
Tuesday, Friday, Sunday CLOSED.

Oct. & Nov. Events:

Book Babies, Wednesdays and
Thursdays (except Thanksgiving
Day), 11:15am
Storytime and Craft, Wednesdays,
10:15am

Free Days in Denver
Remember to mark your calendars for upcoming free days to
some of the local museums and the zoo!
Denver Zoo
November 5, 16, 28
Denver Art Museum
Oct 6, Nov 3
Denver and Chatfield Botanic Gardens
Nov 2
Denver Museum of Nature and Science
Oct 14 and Nov 19

To adver tise in t he next Platt Par k Pos t,
cont act Penni Dor war t, 303-715-0024, pdor war t@yahoo.com
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